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SPRING  GROVE  CEMETERY 


It  is  located  in  the  south  westerly  part  of  the 
Town  of  Andover,  with  the  principal  entrance  at 
the  junction  of  Abbot  Street  and  Spring  Grove 
Road. 

It  is  about  one  mile  from  Andover  Square. 
HISTORY 

At  the  annual  town  meeting,  March  1,  1869,  it 
was  voted  to  purchase  land  for  a  cemetery,  and 
the  following  committee  was  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  William  G.  Means,  Peter  Smith,  J.  0. 
Blunt,  Edward  Taylor,  William  Jenkins,  Nathan 
Frye,  and  George  Foster. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  June  13,  1870,  it  was 

Voted— to  accept  the  following  report  of  the 
committee.  William  G.  Means  on  behalf  of  the 
cemetery  committee  reported  that  they  were  not 
able  to  report  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
cemetery  at  this  time.  That  they  have  purchased 
adjoining  land  to  the  amount  of  $3000.  employ¬ 
ing  Mr.  Cruikshanks  to  lay  out  the  main  avenues 
through  cemetery  lands,  and  requested  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  following  vote: 

Voted — that  the  committee  be  directed  to  lay 
out  and  procure  the  making  of  such  of  the  main 
avenues  and  other  improvements  in  the  cemetery 
as  they  shall  deem  needful  and  expedient  in  order 
to  develop  the  same  for  the  uses  of  burial  for 
which  it  is  designated.  And  that  the  selectmen 
be  authorized  and  directed  to  draw  their  orders 
on  the  Town  Treasurer  for  all  sums  expended 
by  the  committee  under  this  vote  not  exceeding 
one  thousand  dollars. 

Town  Meeting,  May  2,  1871 

Voted — to  accept  the  following  report,  and 
adopt  the  votes  and  resolutions  therein  contained: 
Repokt  on  New  Cemetery 

The  undersigned  cemetery  committee  appointed 
July  6,  1869,  respectfully  report  that  since  their 
report  of  June  13,  1870,  they  have  done  nothing 
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further  than  to  procure  the  services  of  Mr. 
Cruikshanks  to  view  the  premises  and  make  a 
sketch  of  the  avenues  and  paths  necessary  to 
improve  the  same.*  That  upon  the  reception  of 
this  plan  and  after  repeated  and  careful  review¬ 
ing  of  the  premises  they  came  to  the  unanimous 
conclusion,  that  the  magnitude  of  the  work  to  he 
done,  and  the  unpropitious  nature  of  the  soil  for 
burial  purposes,  made  it  desirable  in  the  judge¬ 
ment  of  your  committee  to  procure  some  other 
lot  not  opened  to  the  objections  above  stated. 

On  enquiry  they  find  no  lot  of  land  so  favor¬ 
ably  situated  for  this  purpose  as  the  one  orig¬ 
inally  considered  by  your  committee.  Viz — the  lot 
on  the  east  side  of  the  road  leading  to  Ballard- 
vale,  owned  by  J.  H.  Flint  and  others.  The  soil 
of  this  lot  for  the  most  part  is  light  and  loamy, 
free  in  great  measure  from  large  rocks,  contains 
springs  and  running  water  upon  it,  is  partly 
wooded  with  a  fair  growth  of  hard  and  white  pine 
woods,  the  cutting  and  sale  of  which  will  help 
improve  the  other  parts  of  the  lot. 

There  is  sufficiently  open  or  clear  land  to  be 
immediately  available  for  burial  purposes.  The 
lot  contains  forty-one  acres,  and  can  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  sum  set  apart  and  appropriated 
by  the  town  for  the  purchase  of  the  additional 
lands  in  connection  with  the  original  town  wood 
lot.  From  the  foregoing,  and  for  many  other 
reasons  not  here  enumerated,  your  committee 
unanimously  recommend  the  abandonment  of  the 
Carmel  Hill  lot,  and  the  purchase  and  adoption 
of  the  Flint  lot  as  the  “Town  Cemetery.”  To  carry 
the  above  into  effect  they  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  following  resolutions  and  votes: 

Resolved — that  the  votes  of  the  town  hereto¬ 
fore  passed,  setting  apart  a  portion  of  the  town 
land  and  certain  additions  to  be  purchased  of 
Messrs.  Flint  and  Foster  for  a  cemetery,  be  ami 
the  same,  are  hereby  rescinded. 

Voted — that  the  Cemetery  Committee  be  author¬ 
ized  to  purchase  of  John  H.  Flint  et  als  their  lot 
of  41  acres  more  or  less,  situated  on  the  east  side 
of  the  old  road  leading  to  Ballardvale,  for  a  sum 
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not  exceeding  $3000.  and  that  the  same  be  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  purposes  of  a  cemetery  and  be  im¬ 
proved  by  the  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Voted — that  all  sums  of  money  heretofore 
voted  by  the  town  for  the  improvement  of  the 
“Carmel  Hill”  lot  be  transferred  and  expended 
in  the  improvement  of  the  new  lot  this  day  desig¬ 
nated  for  a  cemetery,  and  that  the  selectmen  be 
authorized  and  directed  to  draw  their  warrant 
on  the  Town  Treasurer  for  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$4000.  to  pay  for  the  above  named  land,  and  the 
improvements  to  be  made  upon  it,  when  re¬ 
quested  so  to  do  by  the  committee. 

Voted — that  the  Cemetery  Committee  be  author¬ 
ized  to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  exist  in  their 
board. 

Signed:  William  G.  Means 

for  the  Committee 

At  a  town  meeting  held  March  13,  1939,  it  was 
Voted  that  the  present  method  of  electing  the 
Trustees  of  Spring  Grove  Cemetery  be  discon¬ 
tinued,  and  that  after  the  town  meeting  of  1940 
they  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
two  for  a  term  of  three  years,  two  for  a  term  of 
two  years,  and  one  for  a  term  of  one  year. 

The  Trustees  serve  without  remuneration. 

ASPECT 

It  contains  about  57  acres  of  land,  of  which 
14  acres  are  undeveloped.  The  cemetery  has 
been  planned  and  developed  to  retain  in  so  far  as 
possible  its  great  natural  beauty.  Lots  are  avail¬ 
able  to  meet  all  requirements. 

A  Plate  section  has  been  laid  out  in  which 
monuments  and  grave  stones  will  be  eliminated. 
As  a  marker,  a  granite  plate  set  flush  with  the 
ground  is  used.  A  flower  holder  which  sets  below 
the  ground  when  not  in  use  is  associated  with  the 
marker.  Because  of  the  absence  of  monuments, 
the  beauty  of  the  grounds  which  lends  itself  to 
landscape  treatment  is  enhanced. 
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The  arranging  of  this  section  is  in  keeping 
with  the  latest  modern  practice  in  the  laying  out 
of  cemetery  grounds. 

All  lots  are  conveyed  by  special  deed,  and  are 
subject  to  rules  and  regulations  of  the  cemetery. 
They  are  now  sold  with  Perpetual  Care  only. 

The  Trustees  are  always  glad  to  give  full  in¬ 
formation  in  regard  to  the  cemetery.  Visitors  are 
welcome. 
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FOR  GOD 
AND 

COUNTRY 

Erected  By 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
To  Andover  Post  No.  8 


CEMETERY  RULES  AND  REGULATIONS 


BURIAL  LOTS 

This  Lot  of  Land  shall  not  be  used  for  any 
other  purpose  than  as  a  place  for  the  burial  of 
the  remains  of  the  human  dead. 

Persons  desirous  of  purchasing  a  burial  lot 
should  apply  to  the  Superintendent  at  the  ceme¬ 
tery,  who  will  aid  in  making  a  selection  and  give 
full  information.  No  lot  or  single  grave  will  be 
sold  except  under  an  agreement  for  the  perpetual 
care  thereof. 

No  conveyance  for  the  partition  of  lot  without 
the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

No  lot  shall  be  enclosed  by  a  wall,  fence,  cop¬ 
ing,  hedge  or  otherwise,  but  the  limits  of  each 
lot  shall  be  marked  by  granite,  cement  or  other 
posts,  approved  by  the  Trustees,  which  posts 
shall  be  sunk  in  the  ground  so  that  the  tops 
shall  be  level  with  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  a  suitable  marker  bearing  the  lot  number 
shall  be  placed  upon  said  lot. 

Perpetual  Care 

The  term  “perpetual  care”  used  in  reference  to 
lots,  shall  be  held  to  mean  the  cutting  of  the 
grass  upon  said  lots  at  reasonable  intervals,  the 
raking  and  cleaning  of  the  lots;  meaning  and 
intending  the  general  preservation  of  the  lots  to 
the  end  that  said  lots  shall  remain  and  be  reason¬ 
ably  cared  for  as  cemetery  lots  forever. 

The  term  “perpetual  care”  shall  in  no  case  be 
construed  as  meaning  the  maintenance,  repair  or 
replacement  of  any  grave-stones  or  monumental 
structures  or  memorials  placed  or  erected  upon 
lots;  nor  the  planting  of  flowers  or  ornamental 
plants;  nor  the  maintenance  or  doing  of  any 
special  or  unusual  work  in  the  Cemetery;  nor 
does  it  mean  the  reconstruction  of  any  marble, 
granite,  bronze  or  concrete  work  on  any  section 
or  lot,  or  any  portion  or  portions  thereof  in  the 
Cemetery,  caused  by  the  elements,  an  act  of  Cod, 
common  enemy,  thieves,  vandals,  strikers,  ina- 
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licious  mischief-makers,  explosions,  unavoidable 
accidents,  invasions,  insurrections,  riots,  or  by  the 
order  of  any  military  or  civil  authority,  whether 
the  damage  be  direct  or  collateral,  other  than  as 
herein  provided,  unless  such  maintenance,  repair, 
reconstruction,  etc.,  be  specifically  stated  in  the 
perpetual  care  agreement  entered  into  between 
the  Cemetery  and  the  lot  owner. 

The  money  received  for  perpetual  care  shall 
be  held  in  trust  and  invested  as  provided  by  law. 
The  Trustees  reserve  the  right,  however,  either 
to  handle  all  investments  themselves,  or  to  deposit 
said  funds  with  any  person,  company  or  corpora¬ 
tion  qualified  to  act  as  trustee  for  such  funds. 

All  such  sums  so  received,  together  with  the 
fund  already  created,  shall  collectively  constitute 
the  “Perpetual  Care  Fund”  and  shall  be  invested 
only  in  such  investments  as  are  authorized  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  for  savings 
banks. 

Each  lot  in  relation  to  which  such  an  agree¬ 
ment  shall  have  been  made  shall  be  credited  with 
the  principal  sum  paid  on  account  of  said  lot,  and 
annually  a  ratable  proportion  of  the  net  income 
shall  be  carried  to  its  credit. 

Each  lot,  as  above,  shall  be  charged,  annually, 
with  the  amount  of  service  rendered  on  the  lot, 
which  amount  shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of 
income  and  unexpended  accumulations  of  income, 
if  any. 

No  material  change  shall  be  made  in  the  con¬ 
dition  of  a  lot,  under  perpetual  care  which  would 
incur  an  additional  annual  expense,  unless  the 
fund  is  sufficient  therefor,  or  additional  funds 
provided. 

If  at  any  time  the  income  is  insufficient,  the 
Trustees  reserve  the  right  to  ask  for  a  larger 
deposit,  or  to  charge  for  the  difference  between 
the  cost  of  care  and  the  income  received. 

Lots  not  now  under  Perpetual  Care 

Care  of  lots  not  now  under  perpetual  care  is 
cash  in  advance.  Notices  are  sent  out  for  this 
particular  service  March  15  each  year  and  should 
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be  signed  and  returned  not  later  than  May  15. 
Trees  and  Siiritrs 

If  any  trees  or  shrubs  situated  on  said  Lot 
shall  by  means  of  their  roots,  branches,  or  other¬ 
wise  become  detrimental  to  the  adjacent  lots, 
paths,  or  avenues,  or  dangerous  or  inconvenient 
to  visitors,  the  Trustees  of  the  Cemetery  shall 
have  the  right  to  enter  upon  said  lot  and  remove 
said  trees  or  shrubs,  or  such  parts  thereof  as  they 
may  consider  detrimental,  dangerous  or  incon¬ 
venient,  first  giving  notice  in  writing  and  an 
opportunity  to  remedy  the  condition  complained 
of  to  the  owner  or  his  legal  representative. 

The  planting  of  shrubs,  trees,  and  beds  for 
flowers  to  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  the  Cemetery. 

Care  by  Owners 

Lot  owners  are  not  permitted  to  use  their  own 
lawn  mowers  or  other  tools  for  the  care  of  lots. 
This  work  to  be  done  by  cemetery  employees 
only. 

Prices  of  Lots 

Lots  are  sold  for  cash  or  on  the  partial  pay¬ 
ment  plan.  Prices  and  terms  are  on  file  with 
Superintendent  or  Clerk  of  Cemetery. 

Size  of  Lots 

Single  Grave 
2  Grave 
4  Grave 
6  Grave 
8  Grave 
10  Grave 

Urns  and  Receptacles 

Urns  and  receptacles  for  cut  flowers  will  be 
inverted  where  not  in  use  to  prevent  water  stand¬ 
ing  in  them,  and  if  permitted  through  lack  of 
paint  or  otherwise  to  become  unsightly,  or  if  not 
in  proper  use,  will  be  removed  from  lots.  Flowers, 
wreaths,  etc.,  left  on  graves  of  lots  will  be  re¬ 
moved  as  soon  as  possible  after  they  become  un¬ 
sightly.  The  Cemetery  is  not  responsible  for  urns, 
receptacles  and  baskets  placed  on  lots. 


3  x  10  feet 
6  x  10  feet 
6  x  20  feet 
9  x  20  feet 
12  x  20  feet 
15  x  20  feet 
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The  use  of  glass  containers  is  permitted  for 
Memorial  Day  only,  but  after  that  day  they  will 
he  removed  as  they  are  a  danger  to  employees. 

The  placing  of  several  flower  pots  and  con-, 
tainers  on  lots  is  not  permitted.  These  should 
be  placed  in  a  large  urn  or  container  for  the 
general  appearance  of  the  Cemetery. 

The  removal  of  sod  and  digging  holes  for 
inserting  pots  of  flowers,  etc.,  is  not  permitted. 
Plate  Section 

Monuments  or  memorial  stones  approved  by  the 
Trustees  for  marking  lots  or  individual  graves 
may  be  constructed  if  substantially  level  with  the 
surface  of  the  lot.  No  other  monument,  tomb  or 
structure  of  any  kind  shall  be  erected  on  any  lot. 

Lots  in  this  section  will  be  sold  in  four  and 
eight  grave  size,  only. 

STONE  AND  MONUMENTAL  WORK 

The  Proprietors  of  a  lot  shall  have  the  right  to 
erect  stones,  monuments,  or  sepulchral  struc¬ 
tures.  The  monuments  to  be  set  ten  feet  from 
the  front  line  of  the  lot.  One  monument  only  to 
be  erected  on  each  lot.  Lleadstones  to  be  flat 
type  set  flush  with  the  ground. 

Sketches  of  monuments,  head  stones,  or  other 
structures  to  be  placed  in  the  Cemetery  must  be 
submitted  to  Superintendent  of  Cemetery  for  his 
approval. 

Head  stones  to  be  flat  type  only,  to  be  set  no 
more  than  one  inch  above  the  ground,  unless  on 
a  sloping  lot  where  the  back  line  measurement 
shall  not  be  more  than  one  inch. 

Size  of  Monuments 

Maximum 

Height 


No.  of  from  ground 


Graves 

to  top 

Width 

Allowance 

Total 

1 

30" 

3  ft. 

2  ft. 

2 

14" 

6  ft. 

4  ft.  x  1  ft. 

4 

28"  to  32" 

6  ft. 

50%  of  max. 

3  ft. 

6 

36"  to  40" 

9  ft. 

40%  of  max. 

3%  ft. 

4> 

36"  to  45" 

12  ft. 

40%  of  max. 

4/4  ft. 

10 

38"  to  45" 

15  ft. 

40%  of  max. 

6  ft. 
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If  any  monument,  object  or  structure  whatso¬ 
ever,  or  any  inscription  be  placed  in  or  upon  said 
lot,  which  shall  be  determined  by  the  Trustees 
to  be  offensive  or  improper,  said  Trustees  shall 
have  the  right  to  enter  upon  said  lot  and  remove 
the  same;  first  giving  notice  in  writing  and  an 
opportunity  to  remove  the  objectionable  matter 
to  the  owner  or  his  legal  representative. 

Monuments  or  gravestones  of  marble,  limestone, 
sandstone,  soapstone,  manufactured  stone  and 
cement  will  not  be  permitted,  nor  shall  monu¬ 
ments,  gravestones  or  any  other  structures  made 
of  wood  or  of  metallic  substances  except  of 
standard  bronze  be  erected. 

Granite  is  recommended  as  the  best  and  most 
durable  material  for  monuments  and  stones. 
Many  of  the  varieties  of  marble  disintegrate 
rapidly  after  a  few  years  and  are  not  advised. 

Field  stone  or  rough  watermarked  stones  of 
any  kind  or  description  urn  accepted.  Rough 
granite,  one  piece  monument;  raised  letters  with 
sunken  panel  or  bronze  plate  is  acceptable. 

Plate  Section 

Monuments  or  memorial  stones  approved  by 
the  Trustees  for  marking  lots  of  individual  graves 
may  be  constructed  if  substantially  level  with  the 
surface  of  the  lot.  No  other  monument,  tomb  or 
sructure  of  any  kind  shall  be  erected  on  any  lot. 
Plates  of  bronze  or  copper  not  permitted  and 
raised  lettering  shall  be  flush  with  the  top  sur¬ 
face. 

Foundations 

Foundations  for  monuments  and  head  stones 
will  be  constructed  only  by  the  Cemetery  em¬ 
ployees.  This  should  be  on  written  order  from 
dealers  who  furnish  monuments.  Order  should 
be  accompanied  with  signature  of  owner  of  lot 
attached. 

No  monument  or  head  stone  will  be  set  until 
foundation  is  paid  for.  No  monument  will  be  set 
between  the  dates  of  May  25  and  June  1,  or  be¬ 
tween  November  1  and  May  1. 

All  monuments  will  have  a  bonier  of  cement 
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4  inches  around  lmse  of  stone.  Foundations  are 
laid  4,a  feet  from  ground  level. 

INTERMENTS 

l  ndertakers  are  required  to  have  all  interment 
orders  signed  by  the  Proprietor  or  legal  represen¬ 
tative  of  lot  and  accompanied  by  the  proper 
hurial  permit  before  interment  can  be  made. 
Order  must  be  given  the  Superintendent  twenty- 
four  hours  before  the  time  of  interment.  It  is 
important  that  the  proprietor  or  representative  of 
a  lot  should  give  personal  attention  to  location 
of  graves.  Funerals  on  arrival  at  Cemetery  shall 
he  under  the  charge  of  Superintendent  or  his 
assistants. 

Interments  Permitted 

The  Trustees  reserve  the  right  to  make  an  in¬ 
terment  of  any  member  of  the  immediate  family 
of  any  one  of  several  lot  owners  upon  his  written 
authorization.  No  other  person  may  be  interred 
in  any  lot  without  the  written  consent  of  all 
those  owners  of  the  lot  who  are  recorded  as  such 
on  the  books  of  the  Cemetery. 

Interment  Location 

When  instructions  regarding  the  location  of  an 
interment  space  in  a  lot  can  not  be  obtained,  or 
are  indefinite,  or  when  for  any  reason  the  inter¬ 
ment.  space  can  not  be  opened  where  specified, 
the  Superintendent  may,  in  his  discretion,  open 
it  in  such  location  in  the  lot  as  he  deems  best 
and  proper,  so  as  not  to  delay  the  funeral;  and 
the  Trustees  shall  not  be  liable  in  damages  for 
any  error  so  made. 

The  Trustees  shall  not  be  held  responsible  for 
any  order  given  by  telephone,  or  for  any  mistake 
occurring  from  the  want  of  precise  and  proper 
instructions  as  to  the  particular  space,  size  and 
location  in  a  lot  where  interment  is  desired. 

The  Trustees  reserve,  and  shall  have,  the  right 
to  correct  any  errors  that  may  be  made  by  them, 
either  in  making  interments,  disinterments  or  re¬ 
movals,  or  in  the  description,  transfer  or  convey¬ 
ance  of  any  interment  property,  either  by  can- 
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celling  such  conveyance  and  substituting  and 
conveying  in  lieu  thereof  other  interment  prop¬ 
erly  of  equal  value  and  similar  location  as  far  as 
possible,  or  as  may  be  selected  by  the  Trustees, 
or,  in  the  sole  discretion  of  the  Trustees,  by  re¬ 
funding  the  amount  of  money  paid  on  account  of 
said  purchase.  In  the  event  such  error  shall 
involve  the  interment  of  the  remains  of  any  per¬ 
son  in  such  property,  the  Trustees  reserve,  and 
shall  have,  the  right  to  remove  and/  or  transfer 
such  remains  so  interred  to  such  other  property 
of  equal  value  and  similar  location  as  may  be 
substituted  and  conveyed  in  lieu  thereof. 

Trustees  Liability 

The  Trustees  shall  be  in  no  way  liable  for  any 
delay  in  the  interment  of  a  body  where  a  protest 
to  the  interment  has  been  made,  or  where  the 
rules  and  regulations  have  not  been  complied 
with;  and,  further,  said  Trustees  reserve  the  right, 
under  such  circumstances,  to  place  the  body  in 
the  receiving  tomb  until  the  full  rights  have 
been  determined.  The  Trustees  shall  be  under 
no  duty  to  recognize  any  protests  of  interments 
unless  they  be  in  writing  and  filed  in  the  office 
of  the  Cemetery. 

The  Trustees  shall  not  be  liable  for  the  inter¬ 
ment  permit  nor  for  the  identity  of  the  person 
sought  to  be  interred. 

Payment  for  Interments 

No  interment  shall  be  permitted  or  memorial 
placed  in  or  on  any  lot  not  fully  paid  for,  ex¬ 
cept  when  lot  payment  is  being  made  on  partial 
payment  plan,  or  by  special  consent  of  the  Trus¬ 
tees  in  writing  in  each  and  every  case,  and,  in 
the  event  such  consent  is  given,  any  and  all  inter¬ 
ments  or  memorials  placed  in  or  on  said  property 
shall  be  considered  as  temporary,  and  a  note 
shall  not  be  considered  as  payment,  and  no  rights 
shall  be  acquired  by  the  lot  purchaser  of  said 
interment  or  interments  until  such  lot  is  fully 
paid  for  in  cash,  including  principal  and  interest; 
and,  in  case  the  purchaser  of  said  lot  shall  fail 
to  meet  all  payments  within  thirty  days  after 
same  are  demanded  by  the  Trustees,  then  the 
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Trustees  may  re-enter  said  lot  and  hold  the 
same  as  of  its  former  estate.  The  Trustees,  there- 
upon,  shall  be  released  from  all  obligations  there¬ 
under,  and  they  may  retain  such  payments  as 
may  have  been  made  toward  the  purchase  of  such 
lot  as  liquidated  damages.  The  Trustees  reserve 
the  right,  and  shall  have  the  right  immediately 
or  at  any  time  thereafter,  without  notice,  at  its 
discretion  to  remove  to  single  graves,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  Trustees,  each  of  the  remains  then 
interred  in  said  lot.  The  Trustees,  further,  shall 
have  the  right  to  remove  any  memorial  that  may 
have  been  placed  on  said  lot. 

Not  more  than  one  body,  or  the  cremated  re¬ 
mains  of  one  body,  shall  be  interred  in  one  grave 
unless  such  grave  has  been  purchased  with  the 
written  agreement  that  more  than  one  body  or 
the  cremated  remains  of  more  than  one  body, 
may  be  interred,  except  by  written  consent  of 
the  Trustees  and  provided  proper  identification 
is  made  of  such  interment  or  interments,  mem¬ 
orial  or  marker. 

Societies 

Where  a  plot  is  owned  by  a  church,  lodge  or 
other  society,  interments  shall  be  limited  to  the 
actual  members  of  that  organization,  and  to  their 
husbands  or  wives,  and  to  immediate  members 
of  families  of  members. 

Equipment  to  be  Used 

Tent,  artificial  grass,  evergreen  boughs,  lower¬ 
ing  devices,  and  other  equipment  owned  by  the 
Cemetery,  shall  be  used  exclusively  in  making 
interments,  disinterments  and  removals. 

Outer  Receptacles 

All  interments  underground  shall  be  in  an  outer 
receptacle  of  stone,  cement,  slate  or  a  combina¬ 
tion  thereof  so  as  to  constitute  a  reasonable  per¬ 
manent  support  for  the  earth  above  it. 

The  Cemetery  will  provide  and  install  sectional 
concrete  boxes  or  container  for  those  who  may 
not  care  to  use  other  vaults. 
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Winter  Interments 

Winter  interments  will  be  made  until  snow 
conditions  make  it  necessary  to  open  roads. 

Disinterments  and  Removals 

Removal,  by  the  heirs,  of  a  body  or  cremated 
remains  so  that  the  lot  may  be  sold  for  profit  to 
themselves,  or  removal  contrary  to  the  expressed 
or  implied  wish  of  the  original  lot  owner,  is  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  ordinary  sense  of  decency  and  is 
absolutely  forbidden. 

A  body,  or  cremated  remains,  may  be  removed 
from  its  original  lot  to  a  larger  or  better  lot  in  the 
Cemetery,  when  there  has  been  an  exchange  or 
purchase  for  that  purpose. 

The  Cemetery  shall  exercise  the  utmost  care 
in  making  a  removal,  but  it  shall  assume  no 
liability  for  damage  to  any  casket  or  burial  case 
or  urn  incurred  in  making  the  removal. 

Removals  will  not  be  made  without  a  signed 
order  from  owner  of  lot  or  grave,  nor  without 
written  consent  of  surviving  husband  or  wife,  or, 
if  no  husband  or  wife,  the  next  of  kin.  A  charge 
is  made  for  this  service. 

Service  Charges  and 
Past  Due  Indebtedness 

The  charges  for  the  cemetery  services  must  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  the  issuance  of  the  order  of 
interment  or  disinterment  and  removal. 

Arrangements  for  the  payment  of  any  and  all 
indebtedness  due  the  Cemetery  must  be  made 
before  interment  will  be  made  in  any  lot. 

RECEIVING  TOMB 

Bodies  may  be  placed  in  the  receiving  tomb 
at  all  times,  but  must  be  accompanied  by  a  de¬ 
posit.  Said  deposit  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  to 
cover  all  charges  of  the  subsequent  interment  in 
the  cemetery. 

When  bodies  are  deposited  in  the  receiving 
tomb,  they  are  considered  virtually  interred,  and 
the  Superintendent  is  forbidden  to  open  any 
casket  or  coffin  without  the  written  orders  from, 
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or  in  the  presence  of,  some  one  of  the  immediate 
family  of  the  deceased;  but  in  no  case  shall  it  he 
done  when  in  the  judgment  of  the  Superintendent 
the  condition  of  the  body  is  such  as  to  render  it 
improper. 

The  remains  of  persons  dying  of  any  contagious 
disease  will  not  be  deposited  in  the  tomb  unless 
the  casket  is  properly  sealed.  Removal  will  not 
he  made  without  a  signed  order  from  applicant 
or  other  authorized  person. 

The  Trustees  reserve  the  right  of  interment  of 
any  remains  whenever  it  may  be  necessary  for 
sanitary  or  other  reasons  upon  twenty-four  hours 
notice  to  the  undertaker  or  nearest  known  rela- 
I  ive. 


OBSERVANCE  AT  THE  GROUNDS 

Visitors  are  reminded  that  these  grounds  are 
sacredly  devoted  to  the  interment  of  the  dead, 
and  that  a  strict  observance  of  the  decorum  be¬ 
fitting  the  place  will  be  required  of  all  who 
visit  them. 

It  is  Forbidden  Within  These  Grounds 

1.  To  drive  upon  any  but  the  roads  and  at  a 
rate  not  exceeding  10  miles  an  hour. 

2.  To  drive  buses;  trucks  by  permission  of  the 
Superintendent. 

3.  To  allow  any  dog  to  run  at  large. 

4.  To  walk  upon  the  grass;  to  trespass  upon 
the  lots,  or  grounds,  or  to  commit  any  nuisance. 

5.  To  admit  children,  unless  accompanied  by 
a  competent  person,  who  will  be  responsible  for 
their  conduct. 

6.  To  pluck,  or  carry  flowers,  either  wild  or 
cultivated  from  the  grounds. 

7.  To  discharge  firearms,  except  at  a  military 
funeral  or  parade. 

8.  Horseback  riding. 

9.  Bicycle  riding. 

10.  The  peddling  of  flowers  or  plants,  or  so¬ 
liciting  the  sale  of  any  commodity. 
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1 1.  Receptacles  have  been  provided  at  conve¬ 
nient  locations,  and  proprietors,  as  well  as 
visitors,  are  requested  to  aid  in  keeping  the 
grounds  in  order  by  placing  all  rubbish  within 
them. 

12.  The  gates  of  the  Cemetery  are  closed  to 
vehicles  Memorial  Day  from  9  to  1  during  ser¬ 
vices  of  the  Veterans’  organizations.  Parking 
permitted  on  adjacent  streets,  under  supervision 
of  Police  Department. 

Severe  penalties  are  provided  by  law",  for  any 
malicious  or  wrongful  act  committed  within  the 
cemetery.  All  persons  are  hereby  warned  that 
any  such  violations  herein,  or  any  injury  done  to 
any  gateway,  fence,  monument,  gravestone,  curb¬ 
stone,  tree,  shrub,  plant  or  anything  within  the 
limits  of  this  Cemetery  or  its  approaches,  will  be 
prosecuted  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law'. 

A  reward  of  $20.00  will  be  paid  for  informa¬ 
tion  which  will  lead  to  the  arrest  and  punish¬ 
ment  of  any  person  violating  or  infringing  these 
rules. 


SERVICES  AVAILABLE 

The  Trustees  require  that  all  work  on  lots 
either  above  or  below  ground,  except  the  setting 
of  monuments  and  headstones  and  the  cutting  of 
inscriptions  thereon,  shall  be  done  by  employees 
of  the  cemetery".  At  reasonable  charges,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  services  are  rendered: 

Cutting  grass  on  lots. 

Re-grading  and  re-sodding  lots. 

Filling  sunken  graves. 

Opening  and  closing  graves. 

Use  of  receiving  tomb. 

Lining  graves  and  covering  earth  with  ever¬ 
green. 

Use  of  artificial  grass. 

Use  of  shelter  tent. 

Building  foundations  for  monuments  and  head¬ 
stones  in  accordance  with  an  established  schedule 
of  dimensions. 
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LEGACIES,  GIFTS  AND  MEMORIAL  FUNDS 

The  Trustees  will  accept  legacies,  gifts  and 
memorial  funds,  in  name  and  behalf  of  the 
Cemetery,  and  see  that  the  terms  and  conditions 
attached  to  such  legacy,  gift  or  fund  are  faithfully 
fulfilled. 

The  following  is  suggested: 

A  fund  for  the  care  of  neglected  lots,  it  being 
the  intention  that  said  income  shall  be  used  for 
the  care  of  lots  as  to  which  the  present  owners 
are  unknown,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  lots  the 
owners  of  which  are  known  and  for  the  care  of 
which  they  are  able  to  pay. 

SUPERINTENDENT 

The  Superintendent  shall  be  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  trustees.  He  shall  have  the  gen¬ 
eral  care  and  custody  of  the  property  and  grounds 
of  the  Cemetery,  the  control  and  direction  of  all 
subordinate  officers  and  workmen  employed 
therein,  and  the  enforcement  of  all  laws,  rules 
and  regulations  affecting  the  rights  of  proprie¬ 
tors  or  the  conduct  of  the  visitors.  He  shall  have 
the  general  charge  and  superintendence  of  all 
interments,  and  see  that  the  laws  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  and  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Trustees  and  the  Board  of  Health  in  relation 
thereto,  are  complied  with.  He  shall  keep  such 
books  of  record,  make  such  reports  and  perform 
such  other  duties  appropriate  to  the  office  as  the 
Trustees  may  from  time  to  time  require. 

He  shall  keep  a  correct  and  itemized  account 
of  all  money  received  and  shall  pay  the  same  to 
the  Town  Treasurer  at  least  once  a  month. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  GENERAL  LAWS 
OF  MASSACHUSETTS 

General  Laws  1921,  Chapter  114,  as  amended, 
in  1936. 


Use  of  Cemeteries 

Section  28.  The  owner  of  any  right,  title  or 
interest  in  or  to  a  lot,  tomb  or  monument  in  any 
cemetery  owned  or  controlled  by  any  company 
or  association  or  by  any  town,  may  convey  or 
devise  the  same  to  such  company,  association  or 
municipality  in  trust  for  the  purpose  of  its  pre¬ 
servation  as  a  memorial  or  as  a  burial  place  for 
the  bodies  of  the  owner  and  his  descendants  or 
relatives,  or  of  such  other  persons  as  may  be 
specified  in  the  instrument  creating  the  trust,  or 
upon  such  other  trust  as  may  be  created  by  the 
instrument  and  accepted  by  the  grantee  or  de¬ 
visee;  but  no  such  instrument  shall  be  construed 
to  take  away  the  right  of  the  heirs  of  the  owner 
of  a  lot  or  tomb  to  be  buried  therein,  unless  the 
instrument  contains  an  express  provision  to  that 
effect.  Any  such  grantee  or  devisee  may  accept 
any  such  grant,  gift  or  devise,  and  if  it  accepts 
the  same  shall  forever  carry  out  and  observe  the 
terms  of  the  instrument  by  which  the  grant,  gift 
or  devise  was  made.  After  the  making  of  a  con¬ 
veyance  or  the  taking  effect  of  a  devise  and  its 
acceptance  by  the  cemetery  authorities,  the  gran¬ 
tor  of  the  lot,  tomb  or  monument  or  of  any 
interest  therein,  or  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  the 
grantor  or  devisor  thereof,  shall  have  no  control 
over  it  except  such  as  may  be  reserved  in  the 
instrument. 

Section  29.  Lots  in  cemeteries  incorporated  un¬ 
der  section  one,  tombs  in  public  cemeteries  in 
cities,  and  lots  and  tombs  in  public  cemeteries 
in  towns,  shall  be  held  indivisible,  and  upon  the 
decease  of  a  proprietor  of  such  lot  the  title  there¬ 
to  shall  vest  in  his  heirs  at  law  or  devisees, 
subject  to  the  following  limitations  and  con¬ 
ditions:  If  he  leaves  a  widow  and  children,  they 


22 


shall  have  the  possession,  care  and  control  of 
<aid  lot  or  tomb  in  common  during  her  life.  If 
he  leaves  a  widow  and  no  children,  she  shall 
have  possession,  care  and  control  during  her  life. 
If  he  leaves  children  and  no  widow,  they  shall 
have  in  common  the  possession,  care  and  control 
of  such  lots  or  tombs  during  their  joint  lives,  and 
the  survivor  of  them  during  his  life.  The  persons 
in  possession,  care  and  control  of  such  lots  or 
tombs  may  erect  a  monument  and  make  other 
permanent  improvements  thereon.  The  widow 
shall  have  a  right  of  permanent  interment  for 
her  own  body  in  such  lot  or  tomb,  but  it  may  be 
removed  therefrom  to  some  other  family  lot  or 
tomb  with  the  consent  of  her  heirs.  If  two  or 
more  persons  are  entitled  to  the  possession,  care 
and  control  of  such  lot  or  tomb,  they  shall  desig¬ 
nate  in  writing  to  the  clerk  of  the  corporation, 
or  if  it  is  a  tomb  or  lot  in  a  public  cemetery,  to 
the  board  of  cemetery  commissioners,  if  any,  or 
to  the  town  clerk,  which  of  their  number  shall 
represent  the  lot;  and  in  default  of  such  designa¬ 
tion,  the  board  of  trustees  or  directors  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  the  board  of  cemetery  commissioners,  if 
any,  or  the  board  of  health  if  such  lots  or  tombs 
are  in  public  cemeteries  in  towns,  shall  enter  of 
record  which  of  said  persons  shall  represent  the 
lot  during  such  default.  The  widow  may  release 
her  right  in  such  lot,  but  no  conveyance  or  de¬ 
vise  by  any  other  person  shall  deprive  her  of  such 
right. 

Section  30.  Before  entering  of  record  the  name 
of  any  person  to  represent  such  lot  or  tomb,  the 
board  of  cemetery  commissioners,  if  any,  or  the 
board  of  health  of  a  town  shall  hear  the  parties 
entitled  to  the  control  thereof  at  such  time  and 
place  as  it  shall  have  previously  appointed  by  a 
notice  published  in  a  newspaper,  if  any,  of  the 
town;  otherwise,  by  posting  a  copy  in  a  public 
place  therein. 

Section  31.  If  in  a  will  no  express  disposition 
or  other  mention  is  made  of  a  cemeterv  lot  owned 
by  the,  testator  at  his  decease,  and  wherein  he  or 
any  member  of  his  family  is  buried,  the  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  lot  shall  not  pass  from  his  lawful 
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heirs  by  any  residuary  or  other  general  clause  of 
the  will,  but  shall  descend  to  his  heirs,  as  if  he 
had  died  intestate. 

Section  32.  A  wife  shall  be  entitled  to  a  right 
of  interment  for  her  own  body  in  any  burial  lot 
or  tomb  of  which  her  husband  was  seized  at  any 
time  during  coverture,  which  shall  be  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  laws  regulating  con¬ 
veyance,  descent,  and  devise,  but  may  be  released 
by  her  in  the  same  manner  as  dower. 

Section  33.  A  husband  shall  have  the  same 
rights  in  the  tomb  or  burial  lot  of  his  wife  as  a 
wife  has  in  that  of  her  husband. 
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REPRESENTATIVE  OF  LOTS 
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To 


Clerk  of  Spring  Grove  Cemetery 
Andover,  Mass. 


We,  the  undersigned,  being  all  the  heirs  en¬ 
titled  to  the  possession,  care  and  control  of  Lot 

No.  in  said  Cemetery,  do  hereby  designate 


Name 

to  represent  said  lot. 


Address 


Name 


Heirs 


Address 


BEQUEST  FOR  LOT  IN  TRUST 
(To  be  used  in  will) 

I  give,  devise  and  bequest  to  the  Trustees  of 
Spring  Grove  Cemetery,  Andover,  Mass.,  my 

burial  Lot  No . on  the  Path  called 

. in 

Spring  Grove  Cemetery,  absolutely  and  in  fee,  but 
in  trust  nevertheless  for  the  following  purposes, 
and  none  other:  namely,  to  forever  hold  and 
secure  the  same  as  a  permanent  burial  place  for 
the  bodies  now  interred  therein,  of  my  own  body 
and  the  bodies  of . 


and  no  others;  and  I  further  give,  devise  and 
bequeath  to  said  Trustees  of  Spring  Grove  Ceme¬ 
tery,  and  I  direct  my  executor  to  pay  over,  such 
a  sum  of  money  as  shall  be  necessary  to  cany 
out  the  trust  aforesaid. 
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